Culture and the organization of psychiatric care.
Health care systems of the 21st century confront the confluence of two important forces that conform their policies regarding culture. On the one hand, population demographics announce increasing diversity; on the other, a rising knowledge base regarding the impact of culture on mental health awaits to be incorporated into actual clinical practices nationwide. As regulators and payors incorporate this knowledge into their practices, standards and guidelines, the dream of mental health cultural parity will come somewhat closer to fulfillment. In this article, we have aimed to review how the integration of developing knowledge and evolving standards may contribute to such fulfillment.